West Lothian Litter Pickers
Annual General Meeting - Minutes
Meeting details
Date: 3 September 2026
Venue: Hilcroft Hotel, Whitburn
Attendance: approximately 45 members of the community, plus the Admin Team and guest speakers
Guests: Jane Ritchie (Interim Cleaner Communities Manager, West Lothian Council); Emma Glencross (Senior Officer for Campaigns and Interventions, Keep Scotland Beautiful) and Jane
Chaired by: John Matthews, Chair
Minutes recorded by: Rebecca Gallagher, Secretary 
1. Welcome and apologies
The Chair welcomed all members and visitors to the meeting, and introduced the guests: Jane Ritchie from West Lothian Council (WLC), and Emma Glencross from Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB).
2. Admin Team introduction and elections
The current Admin Team was introduced to members:
John Matthews - Chair
Rebecca Gallagher - Secretary
Kathy Parker - Treasurer
Martin Keast - Education Coordinator
Karen Howie - Social Media Coordinator
Carol Salem - Committee Member
Elections were held, and the Admin Team was re-elected in full by the members present.
3. Confirmation of minutes of previous AGM
Members agreed that the minutes of the 2025 AGM were a true reflection of what happened. The minutes were approved and remain available on the WLLP Facebook page and website.
4. Presentation of annual reports
See Slide Pack from the AGM to view annual reports.

Guest speakers - Jane Ritchie (WLC) and Emma Glencross (KSB)
John Matthews/Jane Ritchie and Emma Glencross updated members on joint working between WLLP, West Lothian Council and Keep Scotland Beautiful over the past year.  See Slide Pack from the AGM to view WLC slides and KSB slide deck.
5. Constitution amendment and vote
The Admin Team explained the case for revising WLLP’s constitution: many terms were outdated or no longer appropriate for the organisation, several clauses were overly complicated and confusing, the legislation referenced was out of date, there was no reference to GDPR requirements, and no commitment to diversity and inclusion. The revised constitution reduces the document from 11 pages and 3,670 words to 4 pages and 1,026 words.
The proposed amended constitution was put to a vote and approved by 100% of members present.
6. Awards
Jackets were awarded in recognition of members’ contribution to WLLP.  Jackets were presented to those in attendance; the remainder will be awarded to those who could not make it at a later date.
7. Any other business
The floor was opened to questions from the audience. Points raised, and responses given, were:
National data collection for litter picking
An admin team member asked whether KSB would consider a national app to collect data showing how much litter is collected by volunteers throughout the year. KSB confirmed they are looking at changing the Spring Clean Scotland web form to add bag numbers, and potentially extending this to run all year round. WLLP is separately in discussion about creating its own web form to collate data from members.
Dual carriageway / partnership working
A member asked whether joint litter picks on dual carriageways would happen again in the future. It was explained that road closures are not solely a WLC decision - permission is also required from other utility companies - and that health and safety must always come first.
Craigshill - WLC / Almondvale land and bin responsibility
Concerns were raised about ongoing issues with communal bins in Craigshill since new bins were introduced, and about ongoing fly-tipping on land where responsibility (West Lothian Council or Almondvale) is unclear. WLC has been made aware of the bin issues. It was agreed that a robust plan needs to be put in place to address these ongoing issues.
Recycling centre changes and fly-tipping
A member asked whether fly-tipping has increased since recycling centre opening times and booking restrictions changed. WLC’s position is that it has not, and that the majority of fly-tipping is commercial waste. A number of members present disagreed, reporting that they had seen an increase in household fly-tipping in their own areas.
Trolley reporting
A member asked whose responsibility it is to collect abandoned trolleys. WLC confirmed it will not collect trolleys, and that these should be reported to the relevant retailer. Information on how to do this is available on the WLLP website.
CCTV
WLC confirmed that some mobile CCTV units are in place across West Lothian, but that any filming cannot be covert.
Vapes and nitrous oxide canisters
Members were reminded not to place vapes or nitrous oxide canisters in yellow litter bags. Canisters can be reported to the council for collection. Vapes should be returned to the shop or retailer they were bought from - retailers are legally required to take them back for recycling, some supermarkets also recycle them. Vapes pose a fire risk and should never be placed in household waste.

